State of the Industry

As the rapid prototyping industry develops
and matures, it will undergo a dramatic
increase in the application of the technology
for early concept models and finished manu-
factured parts. As shown in the following
graph (showing annual unit sales), the rise of
3D printers, most commonly used for concept
modeling, has begun.

wonlers

3D Printer Sales Worldwide

700
600
5001
4001
3001
200

100

Source: Wohlers Report 2003

; ;
1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002

How long will it take for 3D printers to
reach their full potential? What will this do to
the current role of rapid prototyping? To
determine if this is an opportunity or a threat,
and to address a host of other difficult ques-
tions about the industry\ohlers Report 2003
provides thorough research, analysis, and
insight.

“Whether one is thinking of purchasing a
system, checking into the performance of a

Rapi d Protot yping, company for investment purposes, or just
desiring more information, Wohlers delivers
Tooling & Manufacturing at every level.”

— Joe GrecoDesktop Engineering Magazine

State of the Industry About the Report
This annual market study has established a

tradition of offering high-quality analyses that

R cover all facets of rapid prototyping, tooling,
Annua l Wor l dwide and manufacturing. Forty-five experts, 40
service providers, 26 system manufacturers,
Progress Report and countless others assisted with its develop-

ment. To support the review and analysis, the
270-page softbound publication includes 27
charts and graphs, 31 tables, 97 photographs
TERRY WOHLERS and illustrations, and seven appendices.
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